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Cairo was almost too pleasant a locality for an active war-time
headquarters and, although plans were prepared for a move to
the Suez Canal area. Army and Air headquarters remained in the
capital in a large building close to the Embassy, My office was on
the same floor as General WavelTs and our respective staffs worked
close alongside each other. Admiral Cunningham rigidly kept to
naval tradition and lived on board his flagship. However, he
regularly flew up to Cairo for the Commanders-in-Chief Con-
ferences and when he went to sea a naval captain remained behind
to represent him as far as that was possible. This arrangement of
Army and Air commanders and their staffs working together in
the same building was most satisfactory and enabled us all to keep
in the closest possible touch with events and to concert plans for
the future.

On my staff the next senior officer to myself was Air Vice-
Marshal Maund^ A.O.A. (Air Officer in Charge of Adminis-
tration) who was very fully occupied with the administrative
problems of the whole command. Next in seniority was Air
Vice-Marshal Peter Drummond the S.AJS.O. (Senior Air Staff
Officer) who dealt with operations and intelligence covering all
the fronts on which the R.A.F., M.E., were working; these rose
to six before the end of the year: Egypt and Western Desert, Malta,
Greece, Sudan, Kenya and Aden. If I was to get around and see
something of the units it was obvious I needed a deputy with the
rank of Air Marshal, At the beginning of June I asked for one,
but Air Marshal Boyd did not leave England till November and
then a Wellington landed him in Sicily and he remained a prisoner
till he escaped shortly before the Italian armistice. Air Marshal
Tedder eventually arrived as my deputy in December. In the
meantime, thanks to a very efficient and smooth-working signal
organization I was able to keep in close touch with events during
my absence from Cairo on visits to units on the various fronts.
Moreover, I was fortunate enough to avoid being laid up for more
than a day or two at a time by one or other of the small ills that
occasionally attack one in Egypt.

There are few places in which British forces are normally
stationed that provide such good recreational facilities as those
to be found in Egypt, particularly in Cairo. At the Gezira Country
Club there were polo grounds, a swimming-bath^ cricket grounds,
tennis courts, croquet lawns, bowling greens, a small but well-kept
golf-course, a race-track and even a children's playground, suit-
ably equipped. Labour not being a problem in Egypt the grounds
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